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What we 
mean by 

specialist lexis

Lexis:

• individual words

• combinations of words

Specialist lexis:

• Everyday lexis with specific meanings in certain
contexts

• Technical lexis known and used by experts in 
the field



Everyday lexis 
with specific 
meanings in 

certain 
contexts

What was the talk about?

Mostly about soap.

Context: maritime 
communication conference

(SOAP = Simple Object
Access Protocol)



Technical lexis - an email from the Enron corpus

There are two reason that I do not agree with their 
interpretation.  First,  section 6.3 begins with 
"notwithstanding any other provision of the Plan."  This 
indicates that any other payout methodologies described in 
other sections of the plan which deal with normal distribution 
at termination do not apply.  Second, the language in section 
6.3 stating "a single sum distribution of all of the Participant's 
deferral accounts" indicates that one payment will be made 
not a cash payment separate from a share distribution.

Styler, 2011



Making 
decisions 

about what 
lexis to teach

• Observing learners in action

• Discussions with learners / expert insiders

• Discussions with other trainers

• Intuition

• Frequency analysis

• Keyword analysis



Key terms

• Corpus

• Concordance

• Frequency

• Collocation

• Cluster / n-gram

• Keyword



What is a 
corpus?

A collection of texts, spoken or written, held in 
electronic format.

Two options – build your own, or use one that is 
available online



Option one - build your own

Accounting 
texts

Contracts Emails
CNC 

machines





Concordance Key word in context (KWIC)
Use to find every occurrence of a word or phrase



Concordance Key word in context (KWIC)
Use to find every occurrence of a word or phrase







Frequency



Collocation



Clusters / N-grams

Word combinations 
/ recurrent strings of 
2 or more words







Keyword

• Use to find words 
which are 
significantly more 
frequent in a corpus 
(when compared to 
another corpus)

• Tells you what the 
corpus is about



Keyword lists - where do these come from?

Supplier 
contracts

Standard 
maritime 

communication 
phrases

FTBE syllabus



Option two - use one that is available online





















Creating learning activities



What does it mean to know a word?

Form

spoken

written

word parts

Meaning

form & meaning

concepts & 
referents

associations

Use
grammatical 

functions

collocations

constraints on 
use

(Nation, 2001)





Word cloud made from 
top 50 keywords in a CNC 
operating manual

Word cloud



Gap-fill (based on concordance lines)
CNC Machines



Collocates

cycle

mode

radius

feedrate

axis

CNC Machines



Collocates

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps

1 unauthorised, recurring, complex, routine, significant ___ 

2 specific, compilation, group, assurance, audit ____ 

3 further, documentary, additional, appropriate, audit ____  

4 group, consolidated, summary, income, financial ____ 

5 likely, potential, alleged, possible, suspected ____ 

transactions, engagement, evidence, statement, fraud

Accounting



Collocates

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps

1 unauthorised, recurring, complex, routine, significant transactions

2 specific, compilation, group, assurance, audit engagement

3 further, documentary, additional, appropriate, audit evidence

4 group, consolidated, summary, income, financial statement

5 likely, potential, alleged, possible, suspected fraud

transactions, engagement, evidence, statement, fraud

Accounting



Collocates

What word from the previous slide fits in all three gaps?

…when undertaking analytical procedures in a limited assurance _____ …

…agreeing the terms of the compilation _____ …

…during the course of an audit _____ …

Accounting



Collocates

What word from the previous slide fits in all three gaps?

…when undertaking analytical procedures in a limited assurance engagement…

…agreeing the terms of the compilation engagement…

…during the course of an audit engagement …

Accounting



Word formation

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps

1 They are paying 8 million to ______ the stock.

2 We are talking about the net assets ______ by the buyer.

3 An ______ may obtain control of an ______ without transferring 
consideration.

4 The ______ date is the date the buyer obtains control of the target.

5 The level of ______ activities in the sector has increased.

acquire, acquired, acquiree, acquirer, acquisition, acquisitive

Accounting



Word formation

Use the words in the box to fill the gaps

1 They are paying 8 million to acquire the stock.

2 We are talking about the net assets acquired by the buyer.

3 An acquirer may obtain control of an acquiree without transferring 
consideration.

4 The acquisition date is the date the buyer obtains control of the target.

5 The level of acquisitive activities in the sector has increased.

acquire, acquired, acquiree, acquirer, acquisition, acquisitive

Accounting



Ball – 602 instances in the Enron corpus

On the ball

Get the ball rolling 

Keep the ball rolling

Move this ball forward

Ball park

Ball games

Ball in my court

Drop the ball

Play hard ball

Whole ball of wax

A wrecking ball

Have a ball https://pixabay.com/photos/ball-sport-game-summer-leisure-3343111/

https://pixabay.com/photos/ball-sport-game-summer-leisure-3343111/


Get the ball rolling

• I thought I'd get the ball rolling and try to get …

• In order to get the ball rolling, I ask that you …

• Hopefully this will at least get the ball rolling. It is then up to …

• … a draft of the agreement to "get the ball rolling" again. I believe I 
have included …

• I had to call today and get the ball rolling because it was …

• … and would like to get the ball rolling as soon as possible. 

• Anyway, just some thoughts to get the ball rolling. I'm open to just 
about anything.



Drop the ball

You can count on us not dropping the ball.

They really dropped the ball on that one, although I wish I had …

XXX dropped the ball, unfortunately.

Sorry if I dropped the ball

Someone REALLY dropped the ball here!

If we dropped the ball on this, I apologize.

While I am not sure who dropped the ball on this item, the fact 
remains …

I owe you an apology for dropping the ball



Drop the ball

You can count on us not dropping the ball.

They really dropped the ball on that one, although I wish I had …

XXX dropped the ball, unfortunately.

Sorry if I dropped the ball

Someone REALLY dropped the ball here!

If we dropped the ball on this, I apologize.

While I am not sure who dropped the ball on this item, the fact 
remains …

I owe you an apology for dropping the ball.



Drop the ball

Just wanted to let you know that I've received all the … 
stuff and that you can count on me to completely drop 
the ball. 

Kidding!  I'll take care of it.
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